Appendix U

Lenox Ambulance Service

Death in the Field Protocol

This protocol is designed to be used when EMS personnel encounter patients who are dead at the time of arrival. It is used after Determination of Death in the Field and Decision to Begin Resuscitation Efforts protocol when the decision was made to not begin resuscitation efforts or for use immediately after the Cease-Effort Protocol has been performed.

A. Perform initial assessment as per any patient.

B. Determine history.

C. Procedure:


1. Note exact time and date of declaration of death.


2. Protect and preserve the scene until jurisdictional authority has been


    determined as in #3 below.


3. Notify the Medical Examiner (County or State) on all out-of-hospital


    deaths except those registered with and receiving hospice care.


4. If the county authority is unavailable or does not call back within 15 
  
    minutes, then contact the Assistant ME for the county.


5. If the AME does not call back within 15 minutes, contact the State Medical 
     Examiner’s Office at 515-725-1400.

6. Unless hospice death, notify local law enforcement.


7. While awaiting return call from Medical Examiner Authority, collect the


    following information:



a. Has patient been under the care of a regular attending physician. If



    so, note the name and contact number. 



b. Past medical problems.



c. History and circumstances of death.



d. Inquire from family or those present about anatomical gift


              documentation including drivers license or living will. Check for 
  
              medic alert tags concerning anatomical gift.

8. When Medical Examiner calls, give above information. Medical Examiner 
    will determine if case meets criteria for Medical Examiner case. If yes, 
            
    follow instructions from Medical Examiner.


9. If death does not meet criteria for Medical Examiner investigation, the


    Medical Examiner will release the body. Contact patient’s attending


    physician and confirm the history and circumstances of the death. Assure


    that the attending physician will certify the death and sign the death


    certificate. Document the time and name of the physician. Assist family with


    transport arrangements for the body to morgue or funeral home. If organ 
    donor information was discovered, then notify Medical Control of the name 
    and type of donation.


10. If the deceased has no attending physician or the physician refuses to 
  
    certify and sign the death certificate, then the case must be a Medical 
 
    Examiner case. Follow instructions of Medical Examiner.


11. EMS personnel are not required to transport the body, but may do so if


     instructed and this is standard practice as a courtesy to the local 

     community.


12. EMS personnel should document carefully the signs, symptoms, and vital


    signs which confirmed and allowed the declaration of death. These facts 
    should be recorded in the patient care record. Documentation of the 
  
    protocol used for not beginning resuscitation, or ceasing 
 
  
    resuscitation efforts should be thoroughly documented.


13. For Medical Examiner cases, the hospital copy of the patient care record


    should be completed and given to the Medical Examiner Authority if they 
    are on-scene or left with the body at the morgue if transport is made.

Approved: ________________________  Date: _____________

                           Medical Director

Current Medical Examiners for Taylor and Adams Counties:

Stephen B. Gruba, MD, Medical Examiner, 703 Rosary Drive, Corning 50841

641-322-5245

Maen Haddadin, MD Deputy ME 703 Rosary Drive Corning 50841 

641-322-5245

State Medical Examiner:
Julia C. Goodin, MD Medical Examiner 2250 S. Ankeny Blvd. Ankeny 50023-9093 515-725-1400
State Certified Death Investigator

Lisa Brown, 641-322-4128 (home); 641-322-4777 (work)

