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1. Blake Horton is now certified as an EMT and official with the Bureau. I have turned in the claim to TCEMS for half of his tuition and books ($290) for reimbursement.

2. Melanie Casteel has indicated that she may resign from the service. I am hoping to keep her on, as she does fill some of the call times, and is very good on the calls.

3. One of the EMTs had a significant bloodborne exposure on a call in November and went through the testing phase. It was turned in to Workman’s Comp and denied. I talked with the insurance rep who states they don’t consider a mucous membrane contact a significant exposure, but if I would send him supporting information they may reconsider the claim. I have done that and am waiting to hear back from them. This is a major concern for us. 

4. We have one pager battery that has failed, and I’m expecting several of the pagers may experience the same problem, as they are all about the same age. I’ve ordered two batteries for now. I’m also looking into having the radios reprogrammed to function as pagers as well.

5. TCEMS was not awarded the grant we applied for. Two counties in NW Iowa and two in SE Iowa were awarded the available grants. The Bureau Chief said the scores on the applications were all very close.

6. There is a grant available now to TCEMS in the amount of $3000. We have to show 90% of our EMS personnel have completed training in START triage, JumpSTART triage, NIMS Awareness, and Incident Command System training. All of our EMS personnel have the first two, and about ½ still need to complete one or both of the other two. These can be done online, and I’ve been working for almost a year to get the staff to complete these. I’m hoping with grant $ at stake, they will get this done.

7. Financial reports are attached. The budget is looking good. 

8. We are planning for EMS week May 18-24. We will be having a crew cook-out May 28. The Board is invited to participate. We also will be seeking funding for coloring books for the elementary students, and bicycle helmets for the bicycle rodeo participants. There will also be some other expenses.

9. There is a billing conference May 7 in Burlington. Flyer is available. I think it would be beneficial to have someone attend. Steph is unable to, but I would like to. 

10. We had a busy March, with 26 calls. There were several days with 2 or 3 calls and several with no calls.

11.  Eric Nordstrom has resigned from the service, citing other obligations as consuming his time. Richard Sickels has taken over the vehicle maintenance oversight.

12. We had some electrical problems in 87-64 that Quentin Dalton was able to fix with a couple of parts we purchased. It was not the charger like I had thought it could be (that’s good!).

13.  FD was discussing the flower bed in front of the building and considering removing the plants and putting rock and simple bushes. I suggested soliciting a volunteer or volunteers from the community. They will be putting something in the paper about this.

14.  Things to think about:
a. We continue to need more EMTs. I would like to see the Board draft a letter to send to the Chamber and Rotary asking for their encouragement and support of prospective students and the willingness to allow employees to leave during the day to cover a call if needed. 
b. It is probable that 87-64 will need replaced in the next 2-3 years. 

